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Burundi 


Ngozi Provincial Governor Assassinated 21 Dec 


EA2212093795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Here is a report which has just 
reached us: Mr. Bede Nzobonimpa, the governor of 
Ngozi Province, was assassinated by as yet unidentified 
criminals yesterday. We will certainly have more details 
later today. 


Armed Gang Reportedly Kills 8 in North 


EA2012223295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Armed groups killed eight 
people on Rudehe and Bihuga hills in the Matongo 
commune of Kayanza province. They also stole six 
cows, seven goats, and five sheep. Norbert Munya of 
the Burundi Press Agency reports from Kayanza. 


[Begin Munya recording] The wrongdoers, who are 
mainly based in the Kibira forest, do not stop commit- 
ting crimes in the various hills adjoining the forest. Out 
of the eight people killed, seven belonged to one family. 
[end recording] 


In another development, another group of armed bandits 
stole four cows on Sunday [17 December] from the head 
of an administrative sector, residing on Kinga Hill in 
Kayanza commune. [passage omitted] 


Armed Gangs Kill Over 30 in Mukike Commune 


EA2212094695 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 22 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] A real disaster occurred in the 
Rukina Zone of Mukike Commune, rural Bujumbura 
Province, yesterday morning. Very early in the morning, 
armed gangs attacked peaceful villagers in that locality, 
causing over 30 victims, burning down 50 houses, and 
stealing dozens of cows. 


It is not the first time that assailants from Mutambu 
and Kanyosha Communes have made an ircursion into 
Mukike Commune, but it is the first time they have 
perpetrated carnage of this magnitude. 


The time when armed gangs attacked military posts 
*s over. Today they seem to have something against 
‘ilians in implementing their scorched earth policy. 


{Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale du Burundi Ra- 
dio in French at 0500 GMT on 22 December adds: 
"Massacres were perpetrated at Rukina, Mukike Com- 
mune, in rural Bujumbura Province. Whole families 
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were decimated by armed gangs. The number of those 
who died yesterday is over 30; 50 houses were burned 
down, and more than 70 cows were stolen. The security 
forces managed to recover 60 of the cows."] 


‘Acts of Terrorism’ Reported in Cankuzo Province 


EA2212095295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 22 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Acts of terrorism and 
Criminality have also occurred in Gisagara Commune, 
Cankuzo Province, in the extreme east of the country. 
Here is a report by Pascal Ntibarafuta of the ABP. 


(Ntibarafuta] During the night of 20 to 21 December, 
around 2200, a group of six criminals attacked a trader 
named Mr. (Kadugari) of (Rubabara) Hill. According 
to the testimony of one person now under arrest, Mr. 
Salvator Niyonkuru, who is from the same hill, the 
group was armed with guns, knives, and clubs with nails 
in them. They came from (Kanebwa) refugee camp in 
Tanzania. The same source said that their mission was 
to kill and to steal peaceful people's property. 


Mr. Niyonkuru, the man under arrest, said that he killed 
one child with a knife during the attack. Six other 
people, who are seriously wounded, have been taken 
to Murore Hospital near Gisagara. The criminals also 
took an unknown amount of money. Two young men 
from the (Rubabara) and (Ramba) Hills of Gisagara 
Commune were identified among the criminals, while 
four others are from Ruyigi Province, according to the 
man under arrest. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Government Drops 31 Dec Deadline for Refugees 


AB21 12123095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 21 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan refugees in eastern 
Zaire will no longer be expelled in the days ahead. 
The Zairian Government has finally decided not to carry 
out the massive expulsion of Rwandans previously an- 
nounced for 31 December. The decision was made in 
Geneva, Switzerland, by Gerard Kamanda wa Kamanda, 
the Zairian vice prime minister and minister of foreign 
affairs, who held discussions with Rwandan Rehabilita- 
tion Minister Patrick Mazimpaka and the UNHCR head, 
Sadako Ogata. The three heads of delegation also de- 
cided to devote their efforts to the closure of a number 
of camps following the voluntary departure of refugees. 
No immediate schedule has been adopted, however. Fur- 
thermore, the list of the camps to be closed at the be- 
ginning of the operation Aas not been decided yet. 
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2 EAST AFRICA 


Eritrea 
Yemeni Paper: Eritrean Troops Shake Djibouti 


JN2212114095 Manama WAKH in Arabic 
1110 GMT 22 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] Sanaa, 22 Dec (WAKH) — 
Eritrean troops have penetrated 25 km into Moulhoule 
area in northeast Djibouti. The area abuts the Red Sea 
coast. 


State-run Yemeni newspaper 26 SEPTEMBER said 
this Eritrean violation of Djibouti’s sovereignty is part 
of Asmara authority’s ambitions to expand into their 
neighbors’ lands and desire to cause border disputes 
right after a border agreement was signed between the 
two countries. 


The newspaper quoted informed sources in Djibouti 
as saying that Djibouti Foreign Ministry Wednesday 
summoned the Eritrean ambassador to Djibouti and 
handed him a strongly-worded memorandum asking the 
Eritrean troops to immediately withdraw and end their 
presence on Djibouti’s territory. 

Djibouti Information Office in Sanaa issued a statement 


yesterday condemning the Eritrean aggression. How- 
ever, the statement gave no details. 


President Isaias Issues Statement on Islands 


EA2212094195 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Dear listeners, as you heard 
in the news, President Isaias Afwerki gave a news 
conference last night on Eritrean television to local and 
foreign journalists on the issue of the Hanish Islands. 
Prior to the news conference, President Isaias gave the 
following statement: 


(Begin Isaias recording) First, I would like to thank 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia, who, in his 
concern for good relations between Y men and Eritrea, 
sent Foreign Affairs Minister Seyoum Mesfin to Sanaa 
and Asmara today, in a bid to reconcile and to arbitrate 
in the unwanted conflict between the br erly peoples 
of Yemen and Eritrea. 


I would like to take this opportunity to repeat the 
message I have already sent to Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi through Minister Seyoum Mesfin, as follows: 


1. The lasting solution to this problem lies in interna- 
tional arbitration, therefore, all efforts by both Eritrea 
and Yemen should take this into consideration as a ma- 
jor objective and work jointly toward that end. Any 
other solution to the problem is not practical. 


2. In regard to prisoners of war, and as I have stated to 
President ’Ali "Abdallah Salih of Yemen in a series of 
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telephone conveisations, and as was said in our official 
Statements, it is the responsibility and obligation of the 
Government of the State of Eritrea not to use prisoners 
of war as a bargaining chip, and not to attach any 
conditionality to them. The Government of the State 
of Eritrea, after carrying out the necessary procedures 
and care for the prisoners, will hand them over to the 
Red Cross in Asmara. 


3. As I have repeatedly emphasized to President ‘Ali 
"Abdallah Salih in our series of telephone conversations 
on withdrawal from the Hanish Islands, if the two 
sides agree to withdraw from the Hanish archipelago 
in principle, an independent body acceptable to both 
sides must be set up until the issue is settled through 
international arbitration. Procedures that bind both sides 
should be put in place, and that body should be in 
a position to stay in the archipelago as a supervisor 
and observer in the area pending decisions through 
arbitration. This is necessary, because the two sides 
cannot implement this by means of their goodwill alone. 
It is unfair and unacceptable to put pressure on, and to 
set conditions for Eritrea alone to withdraw from the 
area. 


4. There must be an end to the unfounded and irrespon- 
sible rumors that the Government of the State of Eritrea 
is arresting Yemeni fishermen, and to the pressure be- 
ing placed on Eritrea by foreign forces, with the aim 
of creating confrontation on the issue, and stirring up 
emotions that will divert efforts to find a solution. 


5. I can very well understand Brother ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih’s unease and bitter feelings over the conflict. 
It is my belief that there is a need to set up an 
independent and neutral body to establish the cause of 
the conflict, and I again urge that such a body be set 
up to investigate the cause of the conflict rather than 
continuing accusations against one another. 


It is not good for brothers to engage in abuse and 
threats. Mistakes cannot be corrected by mistakes, and 
we should desist from issuing threats and conditions. | 
call on both sides to sit down calmly like the mature 
brothers they are, and to talk. I support the initiative 
undertaken by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, and | 
call on others who have similar goodwill to join this 
initiative. [end recording] 


Arab League Said ‘Meddling’ in Dispute 


EA2112122095 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[Station commentary] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Although there have been dis- 
putes since § »vember between Eritrea and Yemen over 
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the Hanish archipelago, the Eritrean Government has 
been trying its best to solve the misunderstandings 
through normal and calm procedures, and through in- 
ternational laws and peaceful dialogue. Even now, it 
remains convinced of the need for peaceful solutions 
through international law. 

Eritrea did not think this dispute would escalate into 
fierce fighting, nor did it want it to. However, any group 
claiming ownership of the archipelago would have done 
better to present its evidence to the International Court 
of Justice, and to proceed with a case. 


It is evident that this issue is of no concern to any third 
party claiming to be an advocate or supporter of another. 
It is rather an issue between Eritrea and Yemen, and can 
only be solved through mutual understanding between 
the two countries or by arbitration by the International 
Court of Justice. 


However, there are some groups whose habit is to 
instigate problems, and who seek to fish in troubled 
waters, to benefit from the problems of others. This 
is what the Arab League is doing at present. No one 
can fail to be surprised at the Arab League’s intentions 
to create a rift between the two countries which have 
longstanding historical, strategic, and good-neighborly 
ties. This interference by the Arab League will not 
benefit Yemen; in fact it is very harmful to stability, 
prosperity, and fraternal understanding in this region. 
Those who can benefit from this misunderstanding and 
dispute are those who do not want to see peace and 
development among their neighbors. 


Therefore, the leaders of the two countries have a his- 
torical responsibility to solve the conflict with an open 
mind, and by peaceful means. Such wise handling of 
issues is the best way to solve conflicts. To solve a 
problem peacefully and legally is better than solving 
it by fighting, which would be of great benefit to the 
disputing countries, and to the region at large. Such 
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a choice by wise men would not give leeway to those 
(?groups) who want to benefit from the misery and prob- 
lems of others. This is not a problem between Africa and 
the Arab world. It is rather a problem between Eritrea 
and Yemen. Even if the Arab League talks and talks, 
this issue will not escalate, as it wishes, to become a 
confrontation of Arabs against Africans. Moreover, Er- 
itrea has stronger, mor- longstanding historical ties with 
Yemen than any other party. 


Evidence of the ownership of the Hanish archipelago is 
provided by history and by legal historical documents, 
and not by the political meddling of the Arab League, 
so let the Arab League keep its meddling hands off. 


Hanish Island Conflict ‘Regional Security’ Issue 


EA2112205195 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Ethiopian foreign minister, 
Mr. Seyoum Mesfin, arrived in Asmara this afternoon to 
deliver an official message from Ethiopian prime min- 
ister, Mr. Meles Zenawi, to President Isaias Afwerki. 


Minister Mesfin said the message urged Eritrea and 
Yemen to resolve their problems peacefully. The minis- 
ter had also delivered a similar message and held talks 
with Yemeni president ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Salih and the 
Yemeni foreign minister before he arrived in Asmara. 


Mr. Seyoum Mesfin said that following his meeting 
with the Yemeni president, he understood that they were 
ready to solve the problem peacefully. 


However, how will the problem be resolved peacefully? 
It needs intensive dialogue and more effort. 


The minister said the current problem is not only 
the problem of Eritrea and Yemen, but also an issue 
of regional security and therefore the Government of 
Ethiopia will greatly endeavor to resolve it. 
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4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Mbeki Names Group To Probe Media Ownership 


MB2112120295 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
21 Dec 95 p2 - 


(Report by political correspondent Patrick Bulger] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy: President Thabo Mbeki 
has named the members of a media task group that 
will investigate government-media communications and 
patterns of media ownership and control, according to 
a statement issued by Mbeki’s office. 


The task group was first mooted earlier this year at a 
government communications conference held at Amis- 
ton on the Cape south coast. That meeting came about 
largely as a result of Mbek:’s perception that the Gov- 
ernment was not communicating its message adequately 
to the media and that the media was dominated by white 
middle-aged males who set a media agenda that persis- 
tently criticised the Government. 


The conference also recommended that affirmative ac- 
tion policies be examined and that government adver- 
tising be withheld from publications that did not imple- 
ment affirmative hiring policies. 

The task group comprises: Stephen Mncube, divisional 
manager of the Development Information Service of 
the Centre for Policy and Information, Mandla Langa, 
director of Interface Consultancy-Productions; Mathata 
Tsedu, political editor of the SOWETAN newspaper, 
Tshepo Rantho, president of the National Community 
Media forum; David Dison, a leading media attorney; 
Sebiletso Mokone Matabane, co-chairman of the In- 
dependent Broadcasting Authority; Raymond Louw, a 
former editor of the RAND DAILY MAIL and chair- 
man of the Freedom of Expression Institute; Willem 
de Klerk, a former editor of RAPPORT newspaper and 
now a private communications and political consultant, 
Val Pauquet, national communications co-ordinator of 
the National Peace Accord; and Steve Godfrey of the 
Commonwealth. 


The terms of reference of the inquiry include a re- 
view of: existing government communications policy 
at national, provincial and local level; existing gov- 
ernment communications structures and facilities at na- 
tional, provincial and local level; the relationships be- 
tween government communication functions at national, 
provincial and local level, existing government bud- 
gets with special reference to personnel, operations 
and equipment; relationships between government com- 
munications structures and non-governmental informa- 
tion providers; government communication training and 
Capacity-building with special emphasis on affirmative 
action; the ownership and control of South African me- 
dia and how this affects government communication; 
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defining existing information delivery mechanisms; ex- 
amining international communicaiion functions with 
special emphasis on information dissemination; and re- 
searching government communications policies, func- 
tions and structures in other democracies, especially de- 
veloping countries. 


Mbeki’s spokesman, Thami Ntenteni, said the group 
was expected to begin its work next month and that 
it would report to Mbeki when it finished. 


No budget had yet been set aside, Ntenteni said, adding 
that it was not expected that any of the members would 
perform work full-time on the group. 


Land Commission Receives Thousands of Claims 


MB2012165895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1517 GMT 20 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Dec 20 SAPA 
— The Commission on Restitution of Land Rights 
had received more than 5,000 claims countrywide, 
Chief Land Claims Commissioner Joe Seremane said 
on Wednesday [20 December]. 


He said the commission was geared to speed up the 
processing of these claims, some of which had reached 
the negotiation and mediation stage. 


Provisional agreement had been reached on settling 
some claims, he said in a statement in Pretoria after 
a commission meeting this week. 


Reacting to reports that some organisations and individ- 
uals were threatening land invasions unless claims were 
resolved within weeks, Seremane called on everyone in- 
volved to act with patience and responsibility. 


Dispossession had taken decades through racially based 
actions which could not be rectified overnight, he said. 
Creating the administrative structure needed to process 
thousands of claims had taken longer than expected, 
but the commission was now moving towards full 
Operational capacity. 


The most claims were in KwaZulu/Natal: 1,999 since 
the commission was formed in March. There have been 
1,062 claims in Gauteng, 626 in the Western Cape, 362 
in Northern Province, 358 in the Eastern Cape, 278 in 
Mpumalanga, 18! in Northwest, 116 in the Northern 
Cape and 59 in the Free State. 


Of the 5,041 claims lodged, 3,065 affect urban areas 
and 1,976 rural areas. 


Seremane said he believed many claims were outstand- 
ing because people were unaware they could make 
Claims in respect of land of which they had been dispos- 
sessed as long ago as 1913. He asked for media help 
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in communicating the restitution process as widely as 
possible. 
Government No‘ To Hire Doctors From Neighbors 


MB2112052195 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The government says it will no 
longer recruit medical practitioners from the neighbor- 
ing countries of Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zim- 
babwe. The Ministry of Health says the government 
does not want to take away the resources of neighboring 
States, including doctors. It says doctors have to come 
from countries that can afford to send them. 


The ministry says apart from the Cuban doctors ex- 
pected in South Africa next year, the government is 
talking to several other countries, including Germany, 
about sending doctors to alleviate shortages in rural ar- 
eas. 


South African Press Review for 22 Dec 
MB2212105295 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


KwaZulu/Natal Peace Call — "The time has arrived” for 
President Nelson Mandela and Inkatha Freedom Party, 
IFP, leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi "to make peace an ur- 
gent priority in the New Year" in KwaZulu/Natal, says 
a page-6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English a 20 December. The editorial warns that, un- 
less so.nething is done, the violence is likely to increase 
when KwaZulu/Natal holds its provincial elections in 
March. "Which makes it absolutely essential that the 
promise of a new initiative to bring peace to KwaZulu/ 
Natal must be translated into action. We believe Pres- 
ident Mandela and Chief Buthelezi and senior repre- 
sentatives of their respective parties should meet in the 
New Year and decide, once and for all, how to stop the 
killings — and the ANC and IFP should then apply at 
grassroots level the measures decided on." 


NEW NATION 


Action Needed To Stop Violence — The level of 
violence in KwaZulu/Natal, especially after the recent 
killings of 18 people in a single week, is worrying, says 
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a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in Eng\ish on 22 December. "We firmly believe that 
a strong enough political will exists within national 
government to root out violence. Yet security force 
action has failed." According to the editorial, this failure 
suggests that government control of the security forces 
is not as firm as is sometimes perceived or the post- 
apartheid transition has not reach “the institutions of 
safety and security established to serve apartheid.” 
The editorial says that, since the security forces have 
failed to end the violence, "what is needed is political 
certainty in the region, the lack of which has clearly 
compromised the authority of national government. It 
is this uncertainty and the paralyses of the provincial 
government that allows deviant security forces the space 
to perpetuate vico.ence.” 


SOWETAN 


High Points of 1995 — Although problems such as cor- 
ruption, rising crime, homelessness, and unemployment 
continue to plague South Africa, “South Africans have 
much to celebrate,” begins a page-10 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 22 December. The 
editorial lists increased political stability, “smooth” lo- 
cal government elections, victorious: sports teams, and 
better rainfall as some of the high points of 1995. 
"Even in KwaZulu/Natal all hope is not lost, as last 
week's meeting between President Nelson Mandela and 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi demonstrated.” The edito- 
rial concludes that the challenge for the coming year 
"is to build on these successes and make our country a 
safer place.” 


THE STAR 


Protests Against Nigeria — “Outrage over Nigeria's 
inhumanity is right and just, and the ANC is to be 
commended for taking a leading role in trying to bring 
that sad country to heel. But pointless protests aren't 
the answer,” begins a page-12 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 22 December. "Shell is quite 
right when it complains it is being singled out in South 
Africa. There are scores of countries who are as bad 
as, or worse than, Nigeria. And there are scores of 
companies operating in this country who help bolster 
the economy of these dictatorships." 
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Angola 


Officials on Possible Santos-Savimbi Meeting 


MB2112084195 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Tex'} President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
ios’ proposal for a meeting with Jonas Savimbi, leader 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola (UNITA), is still standing. Presidential spokesman 
Aldemiro da Conceicao explains: 

[Begin Conceicao recording] No date has been set for 
the meeting with Dr. Jonas Savimbi. The head of state 
has made a proposal, stating that the meeting should 
be held as soon as possible. Initially, it was set for 
20 December, but it was not possible to hold it today. 
President Santos would like the meeting to take place 
in Angola. [end recording] 


Our correspondent asked Isaias Samakuva, UNITA’s 
representative in the Jvint Commission, to comment on 
why the meeting did sot take place. 


(Begin recording) [Unidentified correspondent] Mr. 
Ambassador, the meeting between the president of 
une Republic and UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi was 
scheduled to take place today. Why did it not take 
place? 


{Samakuva] The meeting proposed by the president of 
the Republic was not held today because arrangements 
have not even been finalized. We have been preparing 
the meeting at a bilateral level. We think the meeting 
should be held once we discuss the reasons for the 
latest developments in Angola, and after a consensus 
is reached on an agenda. 


[Correspondent] But there was no talk about arrange- 
ments prior to the president of the Republic's visit to 
the United States. 


[Samakuva] Obviously, the president of the Republic 
talked about the meeting as he left for the United States. 
I should add that the meeting was touched upon during 
the two leaders’ visit to Brussels, where they agreed on 
the need for such a meeting. All that was left was to set a 
date. As he left for the United States, the president of the 
Republic proposed 20 December. But like I said, it was 
necessary to make arrangements and discuss security 
issues and an agenda. Moreover, the date proposed by 
the president of the Republic clashed with Dr. Savimbi’s 
own agenda. [end recording] 


Ambassador Samakuva was also asked to comment on 
the confinement of soldiers, which has been halted due 
to a lack of political goodwill. 
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{Begin recording} [Correspondent] Would you like to 
talk about the disengagement of soldiers in sensitive 
areas and the meetings of military delegations? 


[Samakuva] The UN Military Command has proposed 
that the two sides should prevent clashes like the 
ones reported in just about every part of the country. 
The proposal recommended that soldiers should be 
disengaged from tense areas to be identified by the 
two sides The UNITA General Staff feels that before 
any disengagement takes place, or any military decision 
is made, it is necessary for the two sides to ascertain 
the real motives for the recent incidents. We think 
there were political motives. Only after such motives 
are ascertained, will we discuss military issues. [end 
recording] 


Goverement Team Meets UNITA in Bailundo 


MB2112205495 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government's 
General Higino Carneiro and the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] Isaias 
Samakuva have brought good news from Bailundo. 
Alves Antonio reports: 


[Antonio] At the initiative of President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, a government delegation visited Bailundo 
today to meet with the UNITA leadership, headed by 
Jonas Savimbi. Doubts have vanished, and the black 
clouds that obscured the peace process have started 
to disappear. This is what Gen. Carneiro said after he 
returned from Bailundo today. 


[Begin recording] [Carneiro] We held discussions. | 
believe the meeting was very positive. 


[Unidentified correspondent] (7What issues) were ex- 
amined? 


[Carneiro] We examined all of the issues. We will now 
move to practical action. 


[Correspondent] What are the immediate steps? 


[Carneiro] Well, [words indistinct] identify actions that 
should have been carried out by each side. With regard 
to the Lusaka Protocol, there is a need to hold talks with 
the UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3] and 
observers. I believe UNITA will hold discussions with 
Unavem starting tomorrow. We will hold talks with the 
observers so we can move forward. We also plan to hold 
a military meeting here in Luanda on 27 December. 


[Correspondent] When will the much-awaited meeting 
between President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and the 
UNITA leader take place? 
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[Carneiro] We dealt with this issue. As you know, we 
have to discuss issues connected with preparations for 
the meeting. [end recording] 


Samakuva, who is head of the UNITA delegation to the 
Joint Commission, said the visit produced substantial 
results. 


[Begin recording] (Samakuva] I believe the meeting 
went very well. We had good results. We will announce 
these results to the people in due time. 


[Correspondent] Does it mean that everything is calm? 


[Samakuva] There is a tendency toward calm. I believe 
that [words indistinct] to restore calm. 


{Correspondent} Will there be a military meeting soon? 
(Samakuva] I think so. 

[Correspondent] The confinement [words indistinct]? 
{Samakuva] Everything will be resolved. 
[Correspondent] [Question indistinct] 

[Samakuva] I think so. [end recording] 


[Antonio] It should be noted that a number of issues 
stipulated in the Lusaka Protocol are pending. These 
issues include the confinement of UNITA troops, the 
conclusion of the formation of the Angolan Armed 
Forces, the disengagement of troops in sensitive areas, 
and the free movement of people and goods in certain 
areas of the country, among other things. 


Rapid Intervention Police Go to Barracks in Uige 


MB2112151595 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Quinze Ribeiro, the police 
commander in Uige Province, said the sitv:tion in the 
city of Uige is not very encouraging. He said the city is 
still under siege and tension is high. He said, however, 
that for the benefit of the peace process, the members 
of the Rapid Intervention Police in the city have already 
been confined. [passage omitted] 


Government Mercenaries Said Deployed in Lunda 


MB2212055295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government con- 
tinues to ignore constant calls by the United Nations 
to withdraw its mercenaries trom the country. On the 
contrary, it is r cruiting more soldiers of fortune for its 
ranks. About 109 heavily-armed Katangese [from Zaire] 
mercenaries were deployed from Luanda to Lucapa Dis- 
trict, Lunda Nerte Province. 
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According to our correspondent in Lunda Norte, the 
mercenaries wiii soon reinforce the Angolan Armed 
Forces’ troops in Du.do District for an offensive against 
the diamond-produciig town of Chingufo, which is 
under the contro) of the National Union for the To- 
tal Independence of Angola [UNITA]. On 18 Decem- 
ber, 50 Kantanges¢ mercenaries overran the Calamba- 
Cambeteia mining post, northwest of Mona“ imbundo. 


Mozambique 


U.S. Embassy Ruling on Correspondent Criticized 
MB2212091695 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
19 Dec 95 p6 


(Editorial: "Hanlon"} 

(FBIS Translated Text] The U.S. Embassy's decision to 
ban journalist Joseph Hanlon from contacting embassy 
and USAID personnel is a flagrant violation of freedom 


of the press and free .xpression and the right of the 
people to be informed. 


The embassy is entitled to dislike how journalists report 
what they hear, but it has no right to deny journalists 
information that relates to Mozambique and to the 
interests of U.S. taxpayers. 


Whether Hanlon is biased does not concern the embassy. 
And even if he reports what he hears in a way that 
prevents readers from separating his views from the 
facts, the embassy has no right tu ban him. It does have 
the right to respond to media that publish his stories and 
to put the record straight through other journalists. And 
if Hanlon misrepresents the facts as a matter of course, 
he will lose his reputation as other media continue to 
provide infc-mation. 


Mr. Dennis Jett is entitled not to speak to any journalist. 
But Ambassador Dennis Jett does not have the right to 
ban anyone from the embassy or USAID from speaking 
to a journalist. 


We know Joseph Hanlon and the surprising amount of 
work that he has done in Mozambique since he came to 
Maputo as a BBC correspondent in the late 1970s. We 
became acquainted with him as a journalist who was not 
afraid to show his readers his political preferences — 
like in the struggle against apartheid — and as a critic 
who acted in line with his political affiliations. 


For instance, we recall that although Hanlon generally 
favored the Mozambique Liberation Front’s socialist 
plan in the 1970s, he was among the first to severely 
criticize the then Mozambican Government's agricul- 
tural policy. 


Our !aformation Ministry’s animosity tow ard Hanlon in 
the early 1980s only worked in his favor. 
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Regardless of winter we agree with his reporting or 
views, Hanlon’s reporting on Mozambique and southern 
Africa represents a set of information and analysis that 
is very useful to Mozambique anu to the next generation 
of researchers. 


By helping to disseminate a great deal of information on 
Mozambique internationally, he has, on his own merit, 
become part of our country’s history — on an equal 
footing with many other journalists, academicians, film 
directors, or mere foreign militants who espoused the in- 
dependeuce cause, like Polly Gaster, Iain Christie, Dina 
Forti, Tadahiro Ogawa, Peter Johansen, Bruno da Ponte, 
Anders Nilson, Dorin Lindh, Ruth First, Hans Abra- 
hamson, Augusto de Carvalho, Pietro Petrucci, David 
Ottaway, Simon Maley, Godwin Matatu, David Mar- 
tin, Licinio de Azevedo, Prexy Nesbitt, Fernando Couto, 
Bob van Lierop, Wolfgang Gerth, John Saul, Paul Fau- 
vet, Ole Gerstadt, Robert Davies, Alan Isaacman, Jose 
Caetano, Dan Moyane, Pe oe ow ree 
who come to mind. 


Therefure, it is with renewed regret ' ix 
U.S. Embassy’s inexplicable decision. 


Zambia 


Chiluba Retains MMD Party Leadership 
MB2112173695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[From the “Focus o1 Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Zambia's President Frederick 
Chiluba has perhaps predictably won his MMD [Move- 
ment for Multiparty Democracy] party’s leadership elec- 
tion again. He beat his opponent, Levi Mwanawasa, out 
of sight. But the backbiting and nastiness of the cam- 
paign might well have damaged the party irrevocably. 
From Lusaka, Jowie Mwiinga faxed this report: 


Zambian President Frederick Chiluba retained the lead- 
ership of the ruling Movement for Multiparty Democ- 
racy, the MMD, following a landslide victory in the 
party’s national elections. A spokesman announced that 
Chiluba had secured 1,087 votes, against 69 for the 
party’s Vice President Levi Mwanaw.sa. 


President Chiluba’s victory, which follows cays of fre- 
netic and often dirty campaigning, came as no surprise 
to observers ere, since all nine MMD provincial del- 
egations had adopted Chiluba as their sole presidential 
candidate weeks ago. 


Chiluba’s victory grants him another five-year term as 
party leader and means he will be the MMD’s candi- 
date for the Zambian presidency next year, when he will 
most probably face former President Kenneth Kaunda, 


ve reject the 
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who heads the opposition UNIP [United National Inde- 
pendence Party) Party. 


The MMD elections are likely to leave a bitter aftertaste 
and could well split the party. On Tuesday, Mwanawasa 
accused the convention chairman and other organizers 
of openly campaigning for Chiluba when they should 
have remained impartial functionaries. Campaigning for 
some of the other positions on the party's national 
executive has been even dirtier. In particular, the Asian 
trade minister, Dipak Patel, suffered vicious racial 
attacks from riva‘s for the party’s information portfolio. 


The electins for the other positions have now been 
deferred until Friday because the presidential election 
dragged on until the early hours of today. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Delivers State of Nation Address 


MB2112184295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 21 Dec 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] President Mugabe of Zim- 
babwe has been making his annual state of the nation’s 
speech today. Usually it is a review of the previous year 
and a chance to give his ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front] party a big pat 
on the back, but this time it was dominated by newly 
elected opposition independent MP Margaret Dongo, as 
our Harare correspondent Anna Mbima reports: 


([Mbima] Around 500 of Margaret Dongo's supporters 
gathered outside the Parliament building, singing songs 
and holding up banners in support of the independent 
MP. President Mugabe is more used to these occasions 
being dominated by the chanting of his own party's 
women’s league, but they were outnumbered. When he 
arrived to give his speech, he can’t have failed to notice 
the large crowd outside. 


Inside the chamber, Mrs. Dongo, who recently beat a 
ZANU-PF candidate af : a bitter byelection battle, was 
sworn in as an MP. The House, which is overwhelm- 
ingly Gominated by ZANU-PF members, was amused 
when Mrs. Dongo couldn't find a seat and so chose to 
sit down on a bench full of government ministers. 


President Mugabe's state of the nation address was 
dominated by the economy. Last year’s drought has hit 
hard, and he admitted that inflation has risen this year by 
more than 5 percent to stand at 26 percent. He said the 
future prospects for the economy look bright, but nearly 
$90 million has been spent on various drought relief 
schemes, and the country desperately needs the money 
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from a Sumper harvest this season. There has already 
been some good rains, but in order to get a good crop, 
it needs to keep on raining for the next two monihs. But 
internationa! climate experts have been predicting that 
the whole of the southern African region coid continue 
to experience erratic rains in the future, mostly because 
of global warming. 


Discusses Drought, Energy, AIDS 
MB2112202595 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 21 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcr.bed Text] President Robert Mugabe has 
delivered his eighth state of the nation address in 
Parliament. 

President Mugabe told the House that this year tourism 
is expected to grow by 7 percent, adding that there has 
been considerable investment in this sector. He pointed 
out that the tourism industry employed 35,000 people 
directly, and 30,000 people indirectly. The president 
noted that livestock production has been adversely 
affected by the drought. He added that the grain 
loan scheme for able-bodied people and the free food 
program for the handicapped were initiated to alleviate 
the suffering caused by the drought. 


President Mugabe also said the government had adopted 
the strategic grain policy to ensure swift reaction during 
drought. Comrsde Mugabe said the government has 
taken measures to save the national herd, and these 
measures include the construction of more than 100 
feeding pans — half of which have already been 
completed. The president revealed that the stocking 
of the national herd has been hampered by 2 number 
of factors, including inadequate water supplies, high 
interesi rates, and the high price of stock feed. Comrade 
Mugabe said the government has secured 20 million 
[Zimbabwean] dollars to purchase breeding heifers, and 
water projects have been started to enhance the national 
herd restocking exercise. 


Comrade Mugabe explained that the government has 
imported power from Zambia and Zaire to meet short- 
falls in the power sector and enable the country to get 
its power requirements w ‘hout (?load shedding). 


On the health sector, President Mugabe said ‘he govern- 
ment is implementing a communicable disease conirol 
program to curb diseases such as dysentery, bubonic 
plague, and tuberculosis. Noting that HIV-related ail- 
ments are on the increase, President Mugabe said AIDS 
has economic implications, and as a result, the govern- 
ment is committed to supporting the AIDS awareness 


campaign. 
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He said the sixth All-Africa Games put Zimbabwe on 
the world sporting map and ' that the games re- 
sulted in the upgrading anc © < c suction of sporting 
facilities. 


On international peacekecy _  perations, Comrade 
Mugabe said Zimbabwe was privileged to have been 
the only African state to be included in the United 
Nations Angola verification mission. He said Zim- 
babwe has continued to strengthen its relations with 
other countries through visits, trade, and investment. 
President Mugabe said 1995 marked the end of the first 
phase of the Economic Structural Adjustment Program, 
during which the government instituted monetary and 
fiscal reforms to improve the investment climate. 


Business Leaders Say Government ‘Paralyzed’ 
MB2112142795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1341 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Dec 21 SAPA — 
For the first time, someone dared last weekend to raise 
the issue at a top-level meeting of the ruling ZANU- 
PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] 
{words indistinct]. They were also annoyed that it had 
been allowed to get as far as the order paper. 


More than ever before, in his 16th year of almost 
absolute rule over Zimbabwe, the former schoolteacher 
and guerrilla army leader is seen as having become 
remote, [word indistinct] with the prospeci of another 
six years under Mugabe, and the figure of a leader 
modelled on the likes of a president-for-life of the 
brutal, one-party-state Africa of the 60s, while all 
around Zimbabwe, southern Africa seeks to grow into 
the Africa of the 90s with accountable, responsive 
governments. 


Zimbabwe has never been in a worse economic crisis, 
some of it due to persistent drought, but most of it, 
according to economic commentators, caused by unre- 
strained government expenditure and mismanagenent. 


International Monetary Fund (IMF) officials are row 
occupying desks in important ministries, watching the 
purse strings to ensure that the governmem does not 
again blow its chances of finance. 


Despite a promising start to the rainy season, the 
country’s farmers, who gave Zimbabwe its reputatiun as 
Africa’s bread basket, cannot afford to plant the crops 
needed to give the economy a head start after a five- 
year cycle of devastating drought. Half of the country’s 
11 million people are on the edge of starvation, living 
on irregular deliveries of relief supplies in the wake of 
chronic crop failure. 
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The manufacturing industry, the most advanced on the 
continent outside South Africa, continues to stagnate 
while government dithers over issues like tariff reform 
that desperately need decisions. 


Two weeks ago members of the Zimbabwe Association 
of Business Organisations (ZABO), representing the 
leaders of the private sector, met in private and arrived at 
the alarming consensus that the government has become 
“paralysed.” 

In the face of these crises, Mugabe’s acttons over the 
last couple of months have left behind a reaction of 
astonishment. In one week in November, the budgets 
for low-cost housing and health — with hospitals now 
unable to provide meals for patients — were slashed. 


At the end of the same week, pay increases of up 
to 150 per cent for Mugabe, his ministers and MPs 
were announced. The week after, ZANU-PF received 
its annual R13 million [rands}] grant — uncut — from 
the Treasury, the only political party to receive state 
funding. 

"Even if you ignore the monstrous proportions of the 
(pay) increase, the timing of the announcement shows 
an incredible lack of sensitivity to the extremely difficult 
circumstances the rest of the country is experiencing,” 
said a Western diplomat. 


While the rises were being digested at home, Mugabe 
was travelling abroad on a series of mostly low-profile 
international meetings, and setting a new record by 
circling the globe with a delegation of 34 officials. 


Instead of travelling on scheduled flights on his two- 
week odyssey, an Air Zimbabwe plane was hired at 
government expense, parked for days on end at inter- 
national airports from Buenos Aires to Kuala Lumpur, 
and burned up R400,000 of fuel. 


He returned home, but was off again a week later, 
this time for a lengthy state visit to Austria. Instead of 
returning home afterwards, he flew to London where, 
sources told SAPA, the Air Zimbabwe aiicraft was 
patked again for a full week and he was joined by a 
large retinue made up of his young wife, Grace Marufu, 
whom he married a year ago according .to traditional 
custom; and her relatives, who went shopping while the 
party of government officials went back to Harare. 


When the aircraft arrived home, it was carrying so much 
baggage that seats had to be removed so the crates, bags 
and boxes could fit, witnesses said. 


"If you surround someone with praise-singers and 
acolytes constantly chanting how wonderful and right 
he is, he will eventually believe them,” said a human 
rights lawyer requesting anonymity. "Then they believe 
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they cannot do wrong. And that is extremely worrying 
about Mugabe and the next six years." 


Mugabe’s Human Rights Record Assailed 


MB2112155695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1433 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[Report by George Manase] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Dec 21 SAPA — 
Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe and his govern- 
ment who have taken a tough stance over the human 
rights record of military-ruled Nigeria are facing some 
Criticism of double-standards. 


Among other world leaders, Mugabe was particularly 
scathing in his condemnation of Nigeria for executing 
nine Ogoni human rights activists, including noted 
writer and environmentalist, Ken Saro-Wiwa, the 
ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY] national news agency reports. 


He described the executions as "disgusting" and even 
warned Africa’s most populous nation that Zimbabwe 
would not hesitate to impose sanctions if it failed to 
improve its human rights record and restore civilian rule. 


But critics at home say although the government pub- 
licly commits itself to democratic pluralism and respect 
for human rights, in practice the ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front] government, in 
power since independence in 1980, is intolerant of crit- 
icism. 

"Although Zimbabwe's pattern of violation (of human 
rights) is not as obvious as that exercised by Nigeria, 
there are nevertheless gross abuses of human :ights 
and democratic misconduct which constitute a threat to 
peace and stability," says Prof Austin Chakaodza, leader 
of a fledgling political party. 


Chakaodza, writing in a financial weekly, deplored the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting held in 
New Zealand in November for including Zimbabwe 
in a watchdog committee of eight member countries 
to monitor violations of human rights in line with 
principles laid down in the 1991 Harare Declaration. 


The Commonwealth was treating Zimbabwe with “kid 
gloves", he said. 


Early this year the London-based human rights pressure 
group, Amnesty International, released a report which 
said Zimbabwe, together with Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda 
and Zambia were "misusing" some legal charges to stifle 
Opposition. 

"These charges include sedition, contempt of court, 
defamation, possession of classified documents and 
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holding meetings or demonstrations without official 
permission. 

"The use of such charges against non-violent opponents 
or critics for political ends is a serious violation of 
international human rights standards,” the report says. 
Critics say Zimbabwe’s legal system is heavily staked 
against government opponents. 


For instance, the Official Secrets Act and the Parlia- 
mentary Privileges and Immunities Act were sometimes 
used by government to curb freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press. 


The Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (Zimrights) 
in its bulletin said democratic institutions like the 
electoral supervisory commission and the police had 
been heavily politicised, turning them into "poodles" 
there to serve ZANU-PF’s interests, instead of providing 
the necessary checks and balances against political 
excesses. 


Now in the wake of unprecedented riots in central 
Harare, in which over Zimdollars 2 million worth of 
property was destroyed, the government is in the process 
of drawing up a public order and security bill aimed at 
curbing violent demonstrations. 


However, if passed into law, human rights organisations 
fear this would give police excessive powers when 
"controlling" demonstrations. 


Demonstrations against unpopular government policies 
may not be approved, says Zimrights chairnian, Dr 
Reginald Matchaba-Hove. 


But Mugabe has already warned of banning demonstra- 
tions altogether, calling Zimrights "Zimriots" and ' Zim- 
looters" because it organised the demonstration against 
alleged police brutality which later turned violent. 


Zimbabwe's granting of political asylum to deposed for- 
mer Ethiopian strongman Col Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
who is facing charges of butchering hundreds of his 
countrymen, is also raising comparisons with Mugabe’s 
condemnation of Gen Sani Abacha’s military junta. 


"On what ground, therefore, do our leaders stand in 
opposing Gen Abacha’s junta when right on our soil 
we are harbouring a man wanted for murder trial back 
home in his own country," someone with the nom de 
plume "Silence Is Golden" wrote in the Bulawayo-based 
CHRONICLE’s letters column. 


Ironically, Mugabe said Mengistu was granted asylum 
for his contribution to Zimbabwe's protracted armed 
struggle against minority white rule while Gen Abacha, 
in turn, accused the southern African country of betrayal 
since the West Africans also contributed to the struggle. 
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The country’s commitment to human rights has also 
been dented abroad by Mugabe’s controversial hostile 
attack on homosexuals and lesbians, tolerated in the 
West. 


Interestingly, though, an influential member of the rul- 
ing ZANU-PF party and also the architect of Zim- 
babwe’s constitution has admitted that the cuuntry’s Bill 
of Rights "takes away by one hand what it gives by an- 
other". 


"The aim must be to shield, to protect, to defend 
our democratic order from the more ambitious popular 
leaders who cherish the acquisition of total power 
in their hands,” said Eddison Zvobgo, ZANU-PF’s 
secretary for legal affairs. Although Zimbabwe’s human 
rights record is not as appalling as that of other African 
countries, Amnesty International says it is fraught with 
inconsistencies. 


The London-based international human rights watchdog 
in its report said although Zimbabwe professes commit- 
ment to democracy and human rights, it was one of the 
countries that subtly manipulated the legal system in a 
way "designed to minimise the likelihood of interna- 
tional disapproval and to keep the democratic creden- 
tials intact”. 


Hospitals ‘Overwhelmed’ by AIDS Patients 


MB2112125395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1221 GMT 21 Dec 95 


[Report by Painos Dakwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] GWERU Dec 21 SAPA — 
Hospitals and clinics in Zimbabwe's Midlands Province 
are now overwhelmed by AIDS and terminally-ill pa- 
tients. 


The recent disclosure by a Gweru magistrate that AIDS 
cases in the province had risen from 119 in 1987 to a 
Staggering 10,647 in 1994 calls for drastic measures to 
control the pandemic and provide proper care for AIDS 
patients, the ZIANA (ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] news agency reports. 


According to Gweru General Hospital Superintendent 
Jans Mathys Rycken, 50 per cent of patients admitted 
at the hospital suffer from AIDS or AIDS-related 
diseases and four to five such patients are dying 
daily. Such shocking statistics call for the strengthening 
of the community home-based care programme for 
both AIDS and terminally-ill patients. The programme, 
which is being undertaken jointly by the Ministry of 
Health and Child Welfare, the Midlands AIDS Support 
Organisation (MASO) [words indistinct] funds and 
shortage of nursing personnel to follow up on AIDS 
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patients were threatening to derail the programme. "We 
do not have enough materials or facilities to train 
relatives to look after their chronically-ill patients and 
therefore the system is unable to operate effectively,” 
he says. It was impossible, he says, to revitalise the 
home-based care programme as long as funds were 
not available to purchase basic items such as clothing, 
gloves and to provide a balanced diet. 


However, MASO has been of great assistance to AIDS 
and terminally-ill patients because of the availability of 
Care-givers and a budget set aside for the programme. 
MASO Executive Director Ticharwa Masimira says that 
during 1995 his organisation had been consolidating the 
home-based care programme and there was now a good 
response from the public. "We are now getting more 
referrals from the provincial hospital and members of 
the community are coming forward for assistance,” he 
says. 


MASO needs more welfare support to cater for destitute 
patients while some were referred to the Department of 
Social Welfare to be placed on the public assistance 
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programme. Masimira says MASO care-givers provide 
food items, counselling services and care to some 60 
terminally-ill patients every month. 


MASO was also planning to expand its services to the 
rural areas to cover most parts of the Midlands Province. 
"We want to expand our services to various companies 
and we plan to visit the mining and farming sectors to 
strengthen the home-based care programme,” Masimira 
Says. 


Home-care co-ordinator for the Gweru City Council, 
nursing Sister Diana Mabwe, says the city Health 
Department is working with MASO to provide care 
for AIDS and chronically-ill patients within Gweru. 
Up to 35 care-givers trained by MASO and the City 
Council were now involved in the home-based care 
programme since they started receiving allowances in 
June 1994. Mabwe says their main function is to train 
family care-givers on patient management in a home 
environment, general hygiene and what type of food to 
give to patients. 
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Nigeria 
Abacha: Nigeria Ready To Reconcile With RSA 


AB2112230095 Paris AFP in French 
2217 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} Abuja, 21 Dec (AFP) — The 
Nigerian leader, General Sani Abacha, stated today, 
while receiving a delegation from the road transport 
union, that his government was prepared to reconcile 
with South Africa in order to strengthen African unity. 
He pointed out that this initiauve "was necessary" if 
Africans expect to influence the international politi- 
cal policy decisions. According to Gen. Abacha, the 
same countries which opposed sanctions against South 
Africa’s white minority regime in the past are the very 
ones that are today “trying to manipulate South Africa" 
to set it against Nigeria. 


South Africa adopted a key position in the international 
campaign for an oil embargo on Nigeria to protest the 
Nigerian Government execution last month of writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists of the move- 
ment for the defense of the rights of the Ogoni minority 


group. 


Abacha Warns Unions Against Foreign 
Manipulation 

AB2212100095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, has called on industrial unions in the 
country to mobilize their members to avoid being used 
to subvert the country. Gen. Abacha gave the advice 
when representatives of the National Union of Road 
Transport Workers and the petroleum tanker drivers 
branch of NUPENG [National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers] paid him a solidarity visit in 
Abuja. 

He said that Nigerians should not be disenchanted by 
the recent action of some countries against Nigeria, but 
should endeavor to maintain the unity of the country. 
The head of state also advised African nations to be 
wary of the manipulation by some foreign powers, who 
do not mean well for the African continent. He stated 
that the present administration will continue to defend 
the sovereignty of the nation. 


Diya Says Government Committed to Transition 
AB2112194095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 1500 GMT 21 Dec 95 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chief of general staff, 
Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, has given an assur- 
ance that the remaining transitional committees to be 
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set up this quarter will be appointed before the end of 
the month. Gen. Diya gave the assurance in Abuja at 
a dinner in honor of the prime minister of Chad, Mr. 
Djimasta Koibla. He reiterated the government's deter- 
mination to implement the transition program and ap- 
pealed for understanding from friendly countries. 


The chief of general staff expressed confidence that re- 
lations between Nigeria and Chad would grow stronger. 
The Chadian prime minister said his country was 
strongly behind Nigeria in spite of a campaign by a 
section of the international community against it. Mr. 
Koibla said that the Chadian Government would assist 
Nigeria by explaining to all foreign governments the 
correct position of events in the country. The Chadian 
prime minister left for home earlier today. 


Official Forecasts Revenue Increase for 1995 


AB2012225295 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria may have recorded a 
70-percent increase in revenue this year. The minister 
of finance, Chief Anthony Ani, dropped this hint in a 
lecture in Lagos today as a special guest of honor of 
the Island Club. Correspondent Kanayo Wabuono has 
the details: 


[Begin recording] [Wabuono] In the lecture, which 
many saw as a review of the performance of the 
economy this year, the minister announced that the 
revenue for nine months to 30 September amounted to 
100 billion naira as against 51.5 billion naira for the 
same period last year. Customs duties, he said, improved 
by 100 percent and value-added tax by 114 percent. 


[Ani] The country’s income tax collection was 16 
billion [naira] compared with 9.75 billion at the same 
period in 1994, representing an increase of 60 percent. 
Petroleum product tax and royalty was 33 billion 
compared with 31.5 for the same period of the previous 
year, representing 39-percent increase. On the whole, 
the revenue for nine months projected for 1995 was 
100 billion as against 51.5 billion at the same period 
in 1994, representing an increase of 53 percent. It is 
anticipated that by the end of the year, the increase will 
be about 70 percent. 


(Wabuono] And from sale of crude oil and royalties, as 
well as other receipts, including currency processed by 
the CBN [Central Bank of Nigeria], the nation realized 
a total of $6.51 billion. The minister regretted, however, 
that after meeting all its obligations, the nation is left 
with a credit balance of $195 million only. 


{Ani} Making a total receipt from all sources, 6.5 
billion naira from 1 January to 30 September 1995. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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[sentence as heard} Out of this, payments for cash crops 
amounting to 1.76 billion were made. Intervention of 
autonomous rates amounting to 1.543 billion was paid. 
Debt repayment of 1.495 was paid. Payments for [words 
indistinct] projects was 141 million. Both Christian 
and Muslim pilgrimages were 151 million. Government 
funding was 494 million. Orders for minor payments, 
of which I can produce everything to the nearest one 
million, were 257 million. Pre-1995 letters of credit 
were 125 million. [They] were all paid, leaving the 
country with only $195 million. It c’ Wd be seen that for 
every $1 revenue received, we (?re-exported) 95 cents. 
This does not augur well for our country, and there must 
be a change. 


[Wabuono] Speaking further on budgetary performance, 
the minister said the country recorded a national deficit 
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of 32 billion naira as at 30 September, as against 61 
billion naira in the same period last year. The deficit, 
he said, does not involve expenditures by government, 
rather it is the 22-billion naira domestic debt service 
charged by the CBN and (?excludes 32 billion naira) 
Federal Government share of the intervention profit, 
which is currently stabilized at the Central Bank. He 
said that if the budgetary performance is recapped to 
take into consideration only government expenditures 
and to exclude domestic debt service, the country would 
actually record a budget surplus of 36 billion naira at 
the end of the year. [end recording] 
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